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Notes on the attribution of some 17th century tokens to 

Norfolk or elsewhere (by Williamson number) and a 

bibliography for the Norfolk series 

 

The following list discusses various issues where there has been doubt in the 

past of a Norfolk origin. Those where the Williamson reference is underlined and 

in red are certainly – or almost certainly - not Norfolk tokens. Those where the 

reference is underlined in blue are tokens unknown to Williamson which 

certainly belong to Norfolk. This list and the bibliography which follows it are to 

be published in the 2015 edition of Norfolk Archaeology. 

Williamson 1: John Briggs of Aldborough. Williamson lists this token under 

Norfolk, Suffolk and Yorkshire whilst Dickinson and Norweb suggest Aldeburgh 

in Suffolk. A Yorkshire origin is probable although the Earl of Cranbrook had no 

doubt that this issue belongs to Suffolk, citing various records naming a John 

Briggs resident in Aldeburgh, Suffolk, in the 1660s and 1680s (Earl of Cranbrook 

1947, 65-6). A John Briggs, son of John Briggs, was baptised in Aldborough, 

Norfolk, in 1646 (NRO CAT 0094816 IT1). No-one with the name of Briggs occurs 

in the hearth tax assessments for Aldborough, Norfolk, however, and none of 

these tokens have been recorded from Norfolk, suggesting that this issuer 

should be placed outside of the county.  

Williamson 3: Hugh Sherwood of Ashby. Williamson suggests Lincolnshire as a 

possibility whilst Dickinson prefers Ashby de la Zouch in Leicestershire. None of 

this issuer’s tokens have been recorded in Norfolk and the name Sherwood is 

hardly a name well attested in the county. A Hugh Sherwood is recorded as 

having died at Ashby de la Zouche in 1671 and so clearly this token belongs to 

Leicestershire. 

Williamson 4: Joseph Sherwood of Ashby. As with the previous token, 

Williamson suggests Lincolnshire as a possible origin whilst Dickinson and 

Norweb prefer Ashby de la Zouch in Leicestershire; the lack of any specimens 

recorded in Norfolk would seem to confirm this. A Joseph Sherwood died at 

Ashby de la Zouche in 1667. Again, this must be a Leicestershire issue.   
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Williamson 10: Francis Westerman of Aylsham. It is made clear in the Norweb  

catalogue (Thompson and Dickinson 1992, plate 33, no. 2566) that this token 

belongs to Faversham in Kent, its attribution to Aylsham representing a 

misreading of FAVESHAM for AYLSHAM .    

Williamson - : John Starlen of Benham. This issue represents a new addition to 

the Norfolk corpus, the reading of both issuer and place of issue now being 

certain (Davis and Thomson 2009, Marsden 2014, 95, fig. 32). John Starling of 

Binham was assessed for six hearths in the Norfolk Hearth Tax of 1666.  

Williamson – (Dickinson 11A): James Wilson of Blaky. Williamson did not know 

of this token but Dickinson ascribed it, provisionally, to Blakeney in Norfolk. The 

Norweb catalogue was more circumspect, placing the token in the uncertain 

category. None are recorded from Norfolk despite much metal detecting having 

taken place in the immediate area. The correct attribution is arrived at by 

Thompson in a well-ordered discussion (Thompson 2009) which proves that 

Blakey in Lancashire is where this token was issued.  

(Williamson 28, Suffolk): Thomas Smith of Brampton. Williamson placed the 

token in Brampton, Suffolk, whilst Dickinson preferred Brampton in 

Northamptonshire. None are known to have been found in Norfolk and the 

denomination of a halfpenny would also be unusual for the county in any case. 

Scotney discusses the arguments with regard to Norfolk and Suffolk and 

suggests Brampton in Norfolk (Scotney 2006). However, he admits to having no 

local knowledge of Northamptonshire and does not consider the possibility of 

this location being the correct one. The case he makes with regard to Norfolk 

and Suffolk is not enormously convincing. Sir Thomas Smith (Brampton in 

Norfolk) was probably of too high a social rank to issue tokens in the first place 

and the birth of a daughter in 1666 would require, given the TS monogram (and 

thus lacking the initial of his wife) on the tokens (which are dated 1668), the 

death of his wife Elizabeth in the intervening period.  It remains possible that 

Thomas Smith chose not to accord his wife recognition on his tokens even if she 

was still alive but this is unlikely. The Thomas Smith of Brampton in Suffolk had 

a wife, Margaret, living in 1668 and the lack of her initial on the tokens raises 

similar difficulties as for Sir Thomas Smith of Norfolk, a fact remarked upon by 

Wells in his survey of Northamptonshire tokens (Wells 1915, 33-4). The death of 

Audrey, wife of the Thomas Smith of Brampton in Northamptonshire, in 1665 
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would fit the lack of a third initial on the token and so Dickinson is probably 

correct. We should remain very cautious in ascribing this token to Brampton in 

Norfolk. It is almost certainly a Northamptonshire issue.  

Williamson 15: Thomas Willis of Burnham Market. Burnham in Essex is 

suggested by Dickinson. However, two of Willis’ tokens have been recorded 

from Norfolk, one from Heacham and the other from West Acre, both in West 

Norfolk. Judson cites a will proved in 1679 from Burnham in Essex where a 

Thomas Willis is mentioned in the will of his father, Francis Willis (Judson 1987, 

29). However, the will states that Thomas Willis, the youngest son of Francis, 

was below the age of 21. Since the token is dated 1659, the will must have been 

prepared very many years before Francis Willis’ death were the Essex Thomas 

Willis to have attained an age to issue tokens in 1659. Even were a Thomas Willis 

of Burnham, Essex, the issuer, the likelihood of two of his tokens making the 

long journey to West Norfolk is very small indeed. Finally, a Thomas Willis of 

Burnham Market in Norfolk is recorded as having paid an aid of £2, 17s and 10d 

to King William and Queen Mary in 1689 (Williamson 1891, 842). Thomas Willis 

should be placed in Norfolk. 

Williamson 16: William Hanson of Caister. Williamson suggests Norfolk but 

Dickinson and Norweb prefer Caistor in Lincolnshire. None have been recorded 

from Norfolk. The denomination of a halfpenny, very rare in this part of Norfolk 

(whether Caistor St Edmund or Caister-on-Sea), also argues for a Lincolnshire 

attribution. Nor does anyone by the name of Hanson occur in the hearth tax 

assessments for Norfolk. However, the will of a William Handson, mercer of 

Caistor in Lincolnshire, was proved in 1670 (Townsend 1983, 26) and two of the 

tokens have been found in Lincolnshire, at Hibaldstow (14 miles from Caistor) 

and Linwood (15 miles away). Thus, this issue should be placed in Lincolnshire.  

Williamson 17: John Lathorp of Caster. Williamson suggests Norfolk but 

Dickinson and Norweb prefer Caistor in Lincolnshire. As with the previous issue, 

none have been recorded from Norfolk. Again, the denomination of a halfpenny, 

very rare in the parts of Norfolk where there is a Caistor or Caister, together with 

the lack of any Lathorps in the hearth tax assessments, also argues for a 

Lincolnshire attribution. To settle the question, the will of a John Lathorp of 

Caistor in Lincolnshire was proved in 1695 (Townsend 1983, 26). Thus, this token 

should also be placed in Lincolnshire. 
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Williamson 18: John Hancocke of Carlton. Dickinson suggests Carleton in 

Yorkshire (Williamson 59) whilst the Norweb catalogue is uncertain on the 

matter. There are a number of Carltons in Yorkshire and the surname is more 

often encountered in the Midlands and the North. None of Hancocke’s tokens 

have been recorded from Norfolk, and he does not occur in the hearth tax 

assessments (although they are incomplete), strongly suggesting that Dickinson 

is correct. A find of one of these tokens from the York area makes it almost 

certain that John Hancocke is a northern issuer. 

Williamson – (Dickinson 37A): Thomas Moore of East Dereham. An issuer 

unknown to Williamson. Listed in Dickinson (Dickinson 1986, 166, no. 37A) and 

in the Norweb catalogue (Thompson and Dickinson 1993, plate 2, no. 3033). His 

will, in the Norfolk Record Office, was proven in 1687 (PD 86/159). 

Williamson – (Dickinson 39A): Thomas Young of East Harling. Unknown to 

Williamson but listed in Dickinson (Dickinson 1986, 166, no. 39A). An example 

has been recorded from Snetterton (PAS database SF-9261C1).   

Williamson 41: William Didlesfold of Fakham. Dickinson suggests Fareham in 

Hampshire. No examples are known from Norfolk and the attribution of this 

piece to Norfolk is undoubtedly based on a misreading of FARHAM as FAKHAM. 

Thus, this token should be placed in Hampshire.  

Williamson 45: John Badcock of Fordham. Williamson lists this piece as 

belonging to Norfolk but also suggests Fordham in Cambridgeshire. Norweb 

agrees but the type is listed by Dickinson under Norfolk. None has so far been 

found in the Norfolk records. An example is, however, recorded on the UKFD 

database (UKFD-32078), found near Soham, very close to Fordham in 

Cambridgeshire, a good argument that this is not a Norfolk issue. Dyer (2002), 

in a concise and well-ordered summary, citing seven further examples from the 

area around Fordham in Cambridgeshire, effectively proves that this is an issue 

from that county. The records of John Badcock’s baptism (1637) and burial 

(1678) in Fordham (Cambs) that he cites render any further debate pointless.   

Williamson 71: Joseph Brebon ‘in Norffolk’, 1657. This enigmatic token was 

most probably issued by the Joseph Braban, hosier of Lynn, who issued 

Williamson 70 in 1666. None have been recorded from Norfolk which means 
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that this supposition cannot as yet be tested. A Joseph Brabin was assessed for 

three hearths in 1664. 

Williamson -: John Demster of Linn. This hitherto unknown issue has been 

published previously (Marsden 2014, 95-6, fig. 33) and represents a new 

addition to the Norfolk corpus. Demster, a grocer residing in Sedgeford Lane 

Ward, was assessed for tax on three hearths in 1664. He was buried at St. 

Nicholas in Lynn on the 12th February 1687.  

Williamson 104: Michaell Hawk of Masham. This token does not exist, its place 

on Williamson’s list being the result of a misreading of an example of Williamson 

7, issued by Michael Haukins of Aylsham. It had been ascribed (Dickinson 1986, 

234, no. 232) to Masham in Yorkshire, a reading corrected in the Norweb 

catalogue (Thompson and Dickinson 1993, no. 4191). 

Williamson 108: John Robinson of Narborough. Williamson suggests 

Narborough in Leicestershire whilst Dickinson suggests a Yorkshire attribution. 

None have been recorded from Norfolk despite much metal-detecting having 

been carried out in the area, and so an origin in the county is most unlikely. 

Finally, no Robinsons are listed in the hearth assessments. This issue should be 

placed outside of Norfolk.   

Williamson -, Dickinson 23B (unknown locality), Norweb 9330: Morrow Dobbs 

of Suche.  A token of this type was found at Sedgeford and has been previously 

published (Marsden 2014, 97, fig. 34). The token is listed in Dickinson in his 

group of tokens from uncertain localities (Dickinson 1986, 259, no. 23B). 

However, a Morrow Dobbs is attested in a Tithe agreement of 1663 concerned 

with land in North Runcton, Setchey, Notley and West Winch; this has recently 

been published by Archer (Archer 2012) who provides further information and 

notes that Morrow Dobbs died in 1667. The name Suche on the token is clearly 

a seventeenth-century rendering of Setchey, a hamlet very near to Sedgeford.  

Williamson 239: John Hubbard of Stoake. There is no doubt that this is a Norfolk 

token since ‘NORF’ forms part of the legend on the reverse. The find spots of the 

two examples recorded from in Norfolk are Shouldham and Wretton, in the area 

of Stoke Ferry in West Norfolk, and so this was clearly where they were issued 

rather than Stoke Holy Cross near Caistor St Edmund. A William Hubbert was 

assessed for five hearths in 1666. 
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Williamson 243: John Cann of Stratton. Both Dickinson and Norweb suggest 

Stratton in Cornwall and the absence of any examples in the records suggest 

that this is correct. He is unknown in the Norfolk Hearth Tax returns. 

(Williamson 212, Oxfordshire): Robert Cogell of Watlenton. The token was 

attributed by both Williamson and Dickinson to Oxfordshire. The denomination, 

a halfpenny would suggest, all things being equal, a non-Norfolk origin. 

However, the fact that four tokens of this type have been discovered in the 

parishes surrounding Watlington in Norfolk, make it certain that this issue 

should be reassigned to this county (Marsden 2014, 97, fig. 35). The 

documentary evidence has been published (Thompson 2008) showing that 

Robert Coggell was assessed for two hearths in 1664. His will was proved in 

1676. 

Williamson 279: ‘G. H’ of Wilton. Dickinson suggests Wiltshire and none have 

been recorded from Norfolk, reinforcing this reattribution. Again, the halfpenny 

denomination makes this an unlikely token to have been produced in Norfolk. It 

almost certainly forms part of the series of halfpennies from Wilton in Wiltshire 

of which the following example is certainly an example.  

Williamson 280: William Newman of Wilton. Williamson suggests a Norfolk 

attribution but Dickinson and Norweb preferred Wiltshire. The halfpenny 

denomination would suggest Norfolk was an unlikely origin. Kempson clearly 

proves that Dickinson was correct and that this token is from Wilton in Wiltshire 

(Kempson 1973, 127-9). He cites legal action taken against token issuers in 

Wiltshire, one of whom was William Newman, a weaver of Wilton. Two finds of 

the token from Wiltshire, at Ringwood (27 miles away) and Breamore (14 miles 

away) are further evidence that this is a Wiltshire issue.   

Williamson – (Dickinson 291A): Francis Bell of North Yarmouth. This token is 

listed in Dickinson and an example was in the Norweb collection (Thomson and 

Dickinson 1993, plate 13, no. 3315). Another was published by the same authors 

the following year, found in the Thames near Custom House Quay (Thomson and 

Dickinson 1994). A further example of this token found at Postwick (HER 31087) 

and recorded by Adi Popescu in 2002 was not photographed but is known from 

a description in the HER’s paper records. A Francis Bell was a Justice of the Peace 

in Norfolk and is mentioned in the records relating to an Act of Charles II in 1666-
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7 concerning the raising of money for building ships to maintain the war against 

the Netherlands (Marsden 2014, 96). He must surely have been the issuer of this 

token.  
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