
Token Corresponding Society Bulletin                                                   December 2017 

Vol.12 No.5                                                                 Page 161 

TOKEN CORRESPONDING SOCIETY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vol. 12 No. 5 BULLETIN December 2017

ISSN 0269 – 0187 
 

Editor 

Dave Smith, 2 Southgate Drive, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

GL53 7QL (email:  daveksmith@blueyonder.co.uk) 
 

Token Corresponding Society and Token Congress website 

http://www.thetokensociety.org.uk 
 

 

Subscription (for Volume 12 numbers 5-8) £10 for UK, £15 for Europe (including Eire), 

£20 for the rest of the world. Payment should be remitted in Pounds Sterling, Money 

Order or Cheque/Banker’s draft drawn on a UK bank, as the Society has no facilities to 

exchange overseas currency. A subscription can be taken out at any time. The 

subscription charging periods for a Volume will cover Bulletins 1 to 4, 5 to 8, and 9 to 

12. A new subscriber joining mid period will be sent all of those bulletins which he or 

she has missed during the current subscription charging period. 

 

Small Advertisements – eight text lines or approximately one quarter of a page are 

charged at the rate of £2 per issue. 

 

Copyright – is reserved to individual contributors, as may or may not be shown thus . 

Copyright of all residual material is reserved to the society. 

 

Data Protection Act 1984 – details of members’ names, addresses and email addresses 

are held on a computer solely for the purposes of transmitting items of communication 

(Bulletins, notices, correspondence) between membership. 

 



December 2017                                            Token Corresponding Society Bulletin 

Page 162                                                             Vol.12 No.5 

Contents 
 

Editorial        162 

Token Congress 2018      163 

Token Congress 2019      163 
 
Edward Owner of Yarmouth   Adrian Marsden  164 
 
A New Unrecorded 17th Century Token  

of Louth Lincolnshire   Michael O’Bee  169 
 
Transporter Bridges of the World,  

Their Tokens and Tickets  Alan Cox  170 
 
An Unrecorded 17th Century Token  

of Swinsted Lincolnshire  Michael O’Bee  176 
 
A New Pub Token Usage?    Andrew Cunningham 177 
 
Pay Checks - The Southern Group (Part 5) Tim Petchey  178 
 
E. J. French & His Bookplate   Francis Heaney  181 
 
‘Pedex’ Shoe Tags     Peter DS Waddell 183 
 
Co-op Checks and Tokens not listed in  

Third Edition (5)    Roy Rains  185 
 
Token Congress 2017    Anthony Gilbert 189 
 
An Appreciation Of Robert Thompson  Michael Dickinson 193 
 
Three Seventeenth Century Tokens        John Rose  196 
 
Further Progress on the Mystery List (8)      Andrew Cunningham 197 
 
Further Corrections to ‘Seventeenth  

Century Trading Tokens of  

Surrey and Southwark’   Tim Everson  198 
 
Troublesome Tokens    Judy Brook  198 
 
Quill Corner        199 
 
Notes and Queries       199 
 
Adverts         200  



 

Token Corresponding Society Bulletin                                                   December 2017 

Vol.12 No.5                                                                 Page 163 

Editorial 

 

Welcome to volume 12 number 5. Following the previous issue and Token Congress 

Dave Smith has volunteered to take on the Editorship. I have put together this issue to 

make the transition smoother. Many thanks to all who have sent articles, but do please 

keep sending material to Dave, it is good to have a selection of material to choose from. 

Also many thanks to all those who have resubscribed. If the label on your Bulletin 

envelope has a [12:8] after your name that means your subscription is up to date. A 

[12:4] means that you are due to subscribe and a form is enclosed. 
 
It has been a few years since official binders were produced. Before placing an order, 

please could members get in touch to give an idea of numbers needed. 
 

Gary 

 

 

Hi 
 
As the incoming editor of the bulletin I thought I should introduce myself. 
 
A relative newcomer to the world of para-numismatics, having only around 5 years ago 

started to collect. Finding a token with my metal detector initially sparked my interest; 

however it was a few years before I pursued the collecting hobby in earnest. Born and 

bred in Gloucestershire I have concentrated on collecting tokens of the region. 
 
In my short time as a member of the TCS I have learnt so much and been very grateful 

for the friendship and help I have been offered. This is a new adventure for me, a 

challenge that I am very much looking forward to. 
 

Dave Smith 
 
 
 

 

Token Congress 2018 
 
The 2018 Token Congress will be held at the Hilton Hotel, Northampton and will be 

organised by Derek Aldred and Rob de Ruiter. The dates will be 5-7 October 2018.  

 

Token Congress 2019 
 
Token Congress 2019 will be organised by Tim Everson, who many of you will know 

from past Token Congresses and editor of the Bulletin from 2010-2015. More details 

will be announced nearer the time 
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Edward Owner of Yarmouth 
 

Adrian Marsden 
 
One of the aims of the Norfolk Token Project (NTP), a collaborative venture set up by 

the author in 2014, is to provide biographies of the county’s seventeenth-century token 

issuers. Work has commenced on the Yarmouth issuers and this article investigates the 

identity of Edward Owner, the issuer of Williamson 332 (and 333). 
 
The token (fig. 1) is rather plain, coupling an obverse device of the Grocers’ Arms with 

the inscription EDWARD OWNER. The reverse legend GROCER OF YARMOVTH 

accompanies the initials E O. The lack of a wife’s initial does not necessarily mean that 

the issuer was unmarried; a number of other Yarmouth issuers are known to have 

omitted their wives’ initials from their tokens. The token is undated.    
 
Examples in the Norweb collection are described as being of mixed metal, a bronze 

type alloy; this matches the colouration of other surviving examples that have never 

been in the ground. All examples so far studied have a six o’clock die axis (180 ). Two 

obverse dies are known, both paired with the same reverse die. The earlier obverse die 

was surely that featured on Norweb 3342, the pronounced breakdown of the centre of 

this die leading to its replacement by that used on Norweb 3343(1).  

Fig. 1: Farthing token of Edward Owner (Norweb 3343), formerly Strickland Neville 

Rolfe collection. 
 
The issue is listed as being relatively common in Dickinson but only six examples are 

known from public collections studied by the author and the Norweb and Strickland 

Neville Rolfe collections(2). Three have been recorded as metal-detected finds. It is 

probably more accurate to describe the issue as being uncommon, if not verging on rare.  

Williamson gives a very brief biography of the most prominent citizen of Great 

Yarmouth to bear the name Edward Owner, a man who died in 1650. During the course 

of an illustrious career he served as Bailiff of Yarmouth no less than four times and was 

elected as a Member of Parliament for the town on several occasions. He was an active 

opponent of Ship Money, the unpopular tax instituted by Charles I in the 1630s, and 
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later became a staunch supporter of the Parliamentarian cause in the English Civil War 

of the 1640s, giving plate and money to help the war effort. On his death in 1650 he 

left £1,500 to set up a School for the children of the town. His career is summarised by 

Palmer in his monumental, three volume work, The Perlustration of Great Yarmouth(3). 
 
Dating the token is obviously of some importance. It is plainly a Ramage product, 

placing it within a broad date range of 1649-1662. Michael Dickinson, remarking upon 

the punches used for the letters ‘N’ and ‘R’ concludes that the token falls within the 

date range 1653-5.(4) Given this date, and also because no other Yarmouth token is dated 

earlier than 1652, we can safely conclude that Williamson 332 was not produced for 

the famous Edward Owner who died in 1650. Williamson suggests that the token issuer 

was probably a son of his(5). However, Edward Owner’s marriage to Elizabeth Harrison 

in 1598 seems to have produced only one child, Elizabeth, born in 1602. She married 

John Brynsley in 1627. 
 
His will, written on 10th August 1650, was proved in the Prerogative Court of 

Canterbury on 30th October 1651(6). In it, Owner leaves a great deal of property and 

money. Some of this is left to his nephews and great nephews but the only other family 

members mentioned are his wife Elizabeth and son-in-law John Brynsley. Evidently, 

his daughter Elizabeth, Brynsley’s wife, had died without issue. It follows that the 

issuer of Williamson 332 cannot have been a son of the famous Edward Owner since 

there were none. 
 
Examination of the various baptism and marriage records for the Owner family allows 

us to construct a basic family tree for the period in question. The three Christian names 

most favoured for male children were clearly Ralfe (variously spelled as Ralph or 

Raphe), Edward and Michael as study of the names borne by successive generations of 

the family demonstrates. The most popular girl’s name was undoubtedly Elizabeth. 

The Edward Owner who rose to become Bailiff of Yarmouth on four occasions had an 

elder brother, Ralfe, and two younger brothers, Michael and William. Michael, born in 

1577, married Prisca Kemington in 1603 but died shortly afterwards. His will was 

proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 7th December 1605. In it he left his 

goods and money to Prisca and, if she was pregnant, to her unborn child, as well as 

bequests to other family members. There is no further mention of Prisca in the records 

and it is a possibility that she died in childbirth after Michael’s death. William, born in 

1579, died in Norwich in 1596, most likely whilst serving an apprenticeship. 
 
Ralfe lived longer. His first marriage, to Mary Daniel in 1605, produced at least two 

children. Grace was born in 1607 and Edward in 1610; Edward died soon after birth 

and Grace also probably died young since no trace of her can be found in later records. 

Mary died in 1610, presumably of complications arising from childbirth. Five years 

later, in 1615, Ralfe took a second wife, Elizabeth Osborne, of St. Lawrence’s parish in 

Norwich. This marriage produced at least five children, Elizabeth (born in 1618), Ralph 

(born in 1621), Edward (born in 1622), a second Elizabeth (born in 1624), and Michael 
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(born in 1625). A Rebecca, buried in 1620, aged less than a year, was probably also a 

child of Ralfe and Elizabeth. A Robert Owner, son of Ralfe, who was buried in Norwich 

in 1617, could be the son of either Mary or Elizabeth.  
 
Ralfe died in 1634 and his will was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. In 

it he left a quarter of his estate to his wife Elizabeth and a quarter to each of his sons, 

Ralph, Edward and Michael when they attained the age of twenty-one. 
 
It is surely this Edward Owner, second son of Ralfe and Elizabeth, who was the token 

issuer. Of his siblings, the first Elizabeth died in her first year and the second 

Elizabeth’s absence from her father’s will implies that she too had predeceased her 

father. Ralfe married Alice Seaman on 23rd February 1656 and the baptism of yet 

another Elizabeth Owner is recorded as having taken place on 6th December 1657 but 

there appears to have been no further issue. Michael seems to have been buried at St. 

Peter Mancroft in Norwich on 10th November 1657. His description as a single man 

shows that he had not married.  
 
No marriage record can be traced for Edward Owner but he clearly married his first 

wife Elizabeth Albertson at some point between circa 1644 and 1650. A number of 

children are attested in the records. Edward was baptised on 30th July 1651 and buried 

soon afterwards on September 7th of the same year. Elizabeth was baptised on 14th 

November 1652, Rachell on 4th February 1654, William on March 8th 1656 (and was 

buried on 15th July 1657), Edward on 20th May or 13th June 1658(7), Michael on 25th 

May 1662, and Deborah at an unspecified date. Another Deborah, an earlier daughter 

of the same name, was buried on 1st October 1663. This places the date of birth of the 

second Deborah at some point after the 1st October 1663.  

The names of Edward and Elizabeth Owner appear together on a document dated 1667 

acknowledging receipt of a legacy from her father William Albertson(8). Elizabeth must 

have died at some point between 1667 and 1675 since, on 21st October 1675, Edward 

Owner married his second wife, Sarah Thomson. She was a widow with a son, Robert, 

by her first husband. At the time of the marriage, Edward’s daughter Elizabeth had 

already fled the family nest, marrying Ben Adkins in 1674. Rachell married Robert 

Seaman in October 1677.  
 
Edward Owner was not to make old bones. In 1680, at less than sixty years of age, he 

made a will which was proved later in the year at the Archdeaconry Court of Norwich 

(fig. 2)(9). In the preamble he is described as a grocer and ‘distempered in body by 

sickness.’ The will’s content ties in perfectly with the situation revealed by the baptism 

and marriage records. It mentions his wife Sarah, his son Michael, stated as being under 

the age of twenty one, and his daughter Deborah Owner, obviously as yet unmarried. 

Also mentioned are his daughters, Elizabeth Adkins (now a widow) and Rachell 

Seaman, as well as his wife’s son, Robert Thomson. The absence of Edward Owner’s 

son, Edward, the second son to bear the name, from the will is telling evidence that he 

had died before it was made.  
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Most of Edward Owner’s wealth seems to have been invested in property and much of 

the text of the will is taken up with this, directing the sale of certain buildings and the 

retention of others. Robert Thomson was to receive £80 according to the terms of his 

own father’s will and Deborah £50, presumably towards a dowry in the event of her 

being married. The rest is split between Sarah and Edward’s surviving children, 

Michael, Elizabeth Adkins, Rachell Seaman, and Deborah.   

 

 
 

Fig. 2: Opening section of Edward Owner’s will. 
 
The few family members remaining in the Owner household after Edward’s death were 

not to continue living together for long. On 22nd March 1682, Deborah married 

Rowland Harrison at Caister-on-Sea. On 15th November of the same year, Sarah was 

buried. Michael Owner married Isabella Thornebourough at Yarmouth on 23rd February 

1691(10). The birth of a daughter – yet another Elizabeth – was recorded on 29th January 

1692. 
 
One aspect of Edward Owner’s will that is worth consideration is the fact that it names 

two men whose names are the same as those of Yarmouth token issuers. The first of 

these is that of Owner’s ‘loving friend’, Thomas Godfrey, appointed as an executor in 

his will (fig. 3). At first sight this appears to be Thomas Godfrey, the issuer of 

Williamson 320. However, study of the records reveals that what is clearly the token 

issuer Thomas Godfrey’s will, written in 1675, was proved early in 1679, a year before 

that of Edward Owner was written(11). Thus, he cannot be the Thomas Godfrey 

mentioned in Owner’s will.  

 

Fig. 3: Mention in Edward Owner’s will of ‘my loving friend Thomas Godfrey.’ 
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Owner’s friend is also described as a gentleman, probably not the term that would be 

applied to a tradesman, however well off he might be. Almost certainly the Thomas 

Godfrey referred to in the will is the Thomas Godfrey who was twice Bailiff of 

Yarmouth (in 1683 and 1696), born in 1641, who died in 1704. Realistically, he would 

have been too young to have issued a token in the 1650s. In any case, gentlemen almost 

never had cause to issue tokens. 
 
The second individual with the name of a token issuer is Edmund Beddingfield who 

appears at the end of the will as a witness (fig. 4). This individual, a sailmaker, made a 

will in 1694 which was proved in Archdeaconry Court of Norwich the following 

year(12). Little more can be found out about him but he was surely the issuer of 

Williamson 300, a token that clearly dates to the 1650s. Beddingfield’s will leaves 

everything to his kinswoman, Abigail Goodson, and her children, Mary and Nicholas. 

His estate consisted of a mixture of property, plate, ready cash and shares in two ships, 

the Henry and William and the Sarah and Martha.  
 

 
 

Fig. 4: Edmund Beddingfield appears as a witness in Edward Owner’s will. 
 
The surname Owner seems to have died out in Yarmouth during the 1750s with the 

burial of several children, daughters of Michael and Mary Owner. It now survives only 

in various handwritten documents and on the small discs of bronze issued by Edward 

Owner, grocer of Yarmouth, who was born in 1622 and who died in 1680.  
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